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ACTA (Associazione Consulenti Terziario Avanzato), created in support of unrepresented freelance 

professionals in Italy, has launched an alarm: yet another increase in national insurance 

contributions for independent professionals is planned for the next financial year.  

The Government is tackling the current crisis by implementing measures to help workers and 

increase social benefits. But there’s one category that not only receives no help at all, but actually 

risks further penalisation by an additional rise in national insurance: unrepresented freelance 

professionals. They have long struggled to pay advance tax and NI contributions on future earnings, 

i.e. the work they expect to do the following year, but that has often not even been commissioned 

yet, let alone been paid. In a climate where many are reporting late-paying clients and a huge fall in 

demand, these professionals are now facing yet another unjustified hike in contributions. 

Thanks to increases of over 11% in just six years, this sector is already paying national 

insurance contributions of 25.72%. This figure is already set to rise by 1% next year: the new 

proposal could see it go up by 2.2% to almost 28%, a crippling increase which it is impossible to 

pass on to clients, especially in the current financial climate. This contribution is also far higher 

than that paid by all other workers, including public and private employees and other freelance 

professionals with powerful representation in the form of category-specific social insurance funds, 

whose NI contributions range from just 12-14% for lawyers, doctors and similar to around 20% for 

craftsmen and shopkeepers. 

It’s yet another attack by the Government on the most vulnerable category of professionals. 

These workers not only have to fight through the financial crisis unaided, but also have to bear the 

weight of tax and national insurance contributions out of all proportion with those incurred by any 

other category in Italy. The result? Many of them simply cannot carry on working as freelancers. 

 


